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Machinery Row 
 
Tigercat Signs F5 in Southwest U.S. 
Tigercat is pleased to announce the addition of F5 Equipment Inc. to its North American dealer network. With the corpo-
rate office located in Tempe, Ariz., and additional full service facilities in Placitas, New Mexico and northern Calif., F5 is 
the authorized Tigercat distributor for the states of Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, and California.  
 
F5 represents Liebherr, among other lines, and offers a substantial array of services including heavy equipment rentals, 
service, and parts supply.  
 
F5 President Suzanne Medley comments, “While F5 Equipment carries several complimentary product lines, we take 
great pride in operating Tigercat dealerships in the southwest. We visited Tigercat in Ontario and found their product line 
to be far superior to much of the equipment currently offered.” www.tigercat.com 
 
50-Year Anniversary for Blount CEO 
Blount International celebrated the 50-year employment anniversary of James S. Osterman, its Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer. Mr. Osterman joined the Company (Omark Industries at the time) in 1959 as an Inventory Planner. 
 
“It has been a very interesting and rewarding 50 years, with many challenges and many opportunities,” says Osterman.  
“I think we have positioned the Company well for the future, with new products and new technologies coming on line.” 
 
On September 28, Blount International announced a CEO succession plan, which included hiring Joshua L. Collins as 
President, Chief Operating Officer, and CEO Designate. Mr. Collins will assume the position of Chief Executive Officer 
when Mr. Osterman retires on January 4, 2010. Mr. Osterman will stay on as a consultant.  
 
Astec Acquires IMI 
Astec Industries Inc -- the parent company of Peterson -- announced its acquisition of certain assets of Industrial Mechani-
cal & Integration (“IMI”) located in Walkerton Ontario, Canada.  
 
IMI is a small company with unique machine technology used to make wood pellets. Rick Minke, President of IMI, and 
key employees have agreed to remain with the company to further develop and promote this new technology.  
 
According to Dr. J. Don Brock, Chairman and Chief Executive of Astec Industries, Inc., “We are excited about the poten-
tial of this new technology. Conventional pellet production machines were designed for easy-to-use materials and do not 
always work well with a wide variety of wood species. With this acquisition, Astec Industries, Inc. can provide a one-stop 
solution to customers desiring to own a pellet plant that can process material from round wood all the way to the finished 
product. We are well positioned to be a turnkey supplier to the growing wood pellet industry. www.petersoncorp.com


