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TECH REVIEW - Forwarders 
 
HSM 
 
The world class German Manufacturer HSM offers a wide range of forwarders. With the 238 hp FPT engine, it is no 
problem to carry loads from 11 tons to 20 tons. HSM’s Bigfoot forwarder, with its 940mm wide tire is the best solution for 
wet terrain. 
 
HSM has been a forerunner in the steep slope technology for 10 years. The Force Synchro-Drive with its powerful HSM 
winch makes it the ultimate choice for slope specialists. It is available with a cable length capacity up to 500m and a 
pulling force up to 15 tons. The heavy-duty construction and the Rexroth hydraulic drive components offers a reliable and 
powerful solution for the loggers. 
 
HSM offers a wide range of crane that delivers 102 kNm to 173 kNm lifting moment. The HSM high-speed drive offers a 
smooth transmission operation at low speed, meaning outstanding fuel consumption. 
 
The Ecommand control system is user friendly and offers extended settings and diagnostic possibilities to the owner’s 
service team and drivers. The Econnect remote diagnostic system is available to support customers and maximizes uptime. 
 
HSM’s forwarders are built to work in tough and harsh environment with no compromise on safety, performances and 
comfort. www.hsm-forest.net 
 
John Deere 
 
Strong, smooth booms, fuel-efficient PowerTech™ engines, and durable transmissions are just some of the benefits 
loggers have come to expect from John Deere forwarders. From the nimble 1010E to the powerful 1910E, John Deere’s 
E-Series Forwarders offer a variety of features and options to make forestry professionals more productive and profitable. 
 
A notable feature of the E-Series is Intelligent Boom Control (IBC). IBC allows the operator to control the grapple 
placement by simply moving the two main control levers. One lever controls the height of the grapple, while the other 
manages its extension from the machine. No longer does the operator have to control the boom, stick and extension with 
simultaneous movements of these three separate functions. IBC shortens the learning curve for new operators and dramat-
ically decreases fatigue for all. 
 
John Deere says it’s the only manufacturer that offers three options of forwarder cabs. Available options include a rotating 
option, a rotating and leveling option and the most recent addition, a fixed cabin option for loggers who are satisfied with 
a traditional cab. Within the cab, mini-lever joysticks are conveniently located in the armrests, for intuitive, effortless 
fingertip control of all functions. Operators can easily adjust machine settings through the TimberMatic F-12 control 
system if equipped with the PC or HPC, and even control their own settings. www.johndeere.com 
 
Komatsu America 
 
Komatsu’s big 865 and 895 forwarder models represent the next generation of highly productive machines designed to 
maximize performance, operator comfort and fuel efficiency. 
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The Komatsu 865 model has a payload rating of 16.5 tons and is powered by a 212 hp engine. The massive 895 model has 
a 259 hp engine and boasts a 22-ton load capacity. Each engine is EPA Tier 4 Interim compliant and combines power and 
high torque with exceptional fuel economy. An updated cooling system with larger radiator and variable speed fan control 
dramatically increases cooling while also reducing fuel consumption. 
 
Both forwarders feature a new Hydrostatic Transmission (HST) with an integrated transmission control unit that responds 
faster to changes in load and terrain. The hydrostatic motor has a built-in retarder function for over-speed control. The 
HST also features cruise control and a constant engine RPM travel mode to improve fuel economy. This intelligent HST 
combines with Komatsu’s proven “Comfort Bogie” portal bogie design to provide the ideal combination of traction, 
speed, ground clearance and comfort in all driving conditions. 
 
Komatsu forwarders feature a new, larger cab with updated styling and functionality to increase comfort while the larger 
windows also improve the operator’s lines of sight. The ergonomic seat and Komatsu “Comfort Controls”, combined with 
the powerful yet easy-to-use MaxiXplorer control system, create an exceptional working environment for greater produc-
tivity and comfort compared to prior models. Outside the cab, twelve powerful LED working lights more than double the 
illumination to the work area. www.KomatsuForest.US 
 
Logset Oy 
 
Logset Oy manufactures forwarders equipped with the company´s own control system and measuring device. The Logset 
GT forwarders offer efficiency, durability, usability and productivity, with low fuel consumption. 
 
The GT forwarders range from the 4F to the large 12F GT (20-ton capacity). All embrace the high Logset standards in 
terms of reliability, low running costs and power to enhance productivity. 
 
The 12F GT has been developed to carry huge timber volumes in extreme conditions. It’s powered by a 300 hp engine and 
has an amplified tractive force of 250 kN. This massive forwarder shows outstanding performances in the most challeng-
ing terrain thanks to the new, patented DeX (decelerate assistant and protection system). www.logset.com 
 
Ponsse 
 
The new PONSSE ElephantKing forwarder is designed for extremely demanding conditions and heavy loads. The ulti-
mate tractive force, powerful engine and its 20-tonne carrying capacity guarantee efficient timber transportation both on 
sloping sites and during long transports. 
 
The exceptionally powerful PONSSE K100+ loader, the load space with a cross-sectional area of 6.25 m2 and the flexible 
drive transmission and loader control system ensure the position of the PONSSE ElephantKing as one of the most effec-
tive forwarder on the market. 
 
The durable frame structure, strong bogies, sturdy cylinder-powered frame oscillation lock complete with the high ground 
clearance ensure smooth operation and carefree operating hours, even under difficult operating conditions. 
 
Plenty of optional equipment is available in addition to the comprehensive PONSSE ElephantKing standard equipment. 
www.ponsse.com 
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Tigercat 
 
Tigercat forwarders, ranging in capacity from 14 to 25 tonne, are designed to achieve high production and lowest cost in 
the most demanding transporting applications. They are built tough for high duty cycle applications, heavy loads and 
challenging terrain. 
 
In 2014 Tigercat released the F195T85 crane. The company says it’s capable of lifting 20 to 30 percent heavier loads at 
the same reach compared with other forwarder crane on the market. The company also states that the crane boasts 22 to 66 
percent more slew torque than competing cranes. 
 
Tigercat released the second generation F195T85 hooked crane in 2015. Its profile is designed to increase the working 
envelope of the crane for reduced machine travel and improved productivity. The crane really shines when used in combi-
nation with Tigercat’s new low-wide extendable bunk system with a maximum area of 7.5 m2. The low-wide bunks are 
angled to reduce overall gate height and eliminate the need for a vertically sliding gate. In combination with the hooked 
crane, the low-wide bunk system significantly reduces the chance of contact with the gate or bunk stakes. Operator 
visibility and ergonomics are enhanced. The operator enjoys a clear sightline to the top of the load. In addition, the grapple 
stays within the operator’s view through the entire loading and unloading cycle for reduced operator strain. 
 
The second generation F195T85 hooked crane comes standard on the 1075 and 1085 and the low-wide bunk system is 
available for both the 1075 and 1085 series forwarders. www.tigercat.com 
 
TimberPro 
 
TimberPro is not your typical forwarder. The TimberPro continues rotation upper turntable is a unique design that offers 
real advantages over the Scandinavian style forwarder. The 360-degree rotation allows the operator to easily repair forest 
trails by placing forest debris in front of the machine. This feature also allows the TimberPro forwarder to be a true combo 
machine that can work as both a harvester and forward without sacrificing efficiency.  
 
An operator can switch between a processing head and grapple in 15 minutes. Swinging with the boom makes the operator 
more efficient at loading trucks and decking logs at the landing, and is exceptional on steep ground terrain. When logging, 
steep ground loading trucks can be a real problem because of narrow roads and landings. The TimberPro forward can load 
off the front of the machine on a steep slope or cut bank directly onto the truck. Its high capacity payload increases 
productivity especially on longer distance skids. With the articulation joint centered in the lower chassis, there is no off 
tracking of the rear bogie, which allows a big machine to work in tight selective cut applications. Heavy built chassis and 
booms offer structure durability. www.timberpro.com


