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In the News  
 
Forest Service Chief Reviews Fire Season, Calls for Two-Part Solution to Fire Budget 
 
U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell reviewed the 2015 fire season and provided insight into longer term trends and 
challenges for the agency during testimony before the House Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Subcommittee. 
Tidwell highlighted concerns over the increasing cost of suppressing wildfires, emphasizing that more than half of the 
agency’s annual budget now goes toward fire suppression. 
 
Tidwell outlined two key issues the Forest Service is wrestling with that must be resolved by Congress. 
 
First, the chronic increase in the portion of the Forest Service budget devoted to fire suppression must be stopped. The 
current rate of increase results in progressively less funding for fire prevention and restoration activities. In 1995, fire sup-
pression made up 16 percent of the Forest Service’s annual appropriated budget—this year, for the first time, more than 50 
percent of the budget will be dedicated to fire. 
 
“Left unchecked, the share of the budget devoted to fire in 2025 could exceed 67 percent,” said Tidwell. “We are at a criti-
cal moment in the history of the Forest Service. Urgent action is needed in order to ensure that the Forest Service does not 
become further hindered by the continually increasing percentage of our budget that is dedicated to wildfire suppression 
activities.” 
 
Second, we must stop the practice of “fire transfer” that occurs when the cost of fighting fires in a given year is more than 
Congress appropriates for that specific function, and the Forest Service must deplete restoration, watershed, and recreation 
programs to pay for fire suppression. This fiscal year the transfer was a record $700 million. 
 
OSHA Gives Oregon Forest Service Bad Marks 
 
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) announced that the U.S. Forest Service in Oregon has been 
cited for multiple workplace safety violations over the past decade. Many of them were found at Malheur National Forest 
facilities. 
 
The USFS will focus on a number of violations including, among others:  
 
Failure to require employees to wear eye protection when working with caustic chemicals. 
 
• Ladder flaws 
 
• Woodworking machines that could restart after power failures. 
 
• Unacceptable guardrails 
 
• Seasonal housing with insufficient secondary fire exits. 
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Forest Service Releases Interactive Tribal Connections Map 
 
The U.S. Forest Service released Tribal Connections, a new online interactive mapping tool that shows how lands man-
aged by the agency connect or overlap with current tribal trust lands and lands tribes exchanged with the federal govern-
ment prior to 1900. This reference tool will help Forest Service employees and the public better understand historical 
treaties and the role they play in making current land management decisions. 
 
“Our country has a deep, yet sometimes forgotten, connection to indigenous people and their lands, which all Americans 
now call home,” said Arthur “Butch” Blazer, Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment. “By show-
ing historical and modern connections to public lands in one place, we can all understand that land management decisions 
should take into account more than what meets the eye.”


