
All contents of this article are copyright© 2009 by TimberWest Magazine and may not be rerpoduced in any form without 
express written consent

Association News
Idaho Sustainable Forestry Tour for Educators 
 
The concept of sustainable forestry came alive for a group of educators and counselors who invested a week of their time 
in an on-the-ground forest tour and learning experience.  
 
Forty-three participants including elementary, high school, and A/P level teachers and school counselors participated in 
the Idaho Forest Products Commission’s annual “Sustainable Forestry Tour.”  
 
During the week-long hands-on, on-the-ground experience, participants were immersed in all aspects of the forest prod-
ucts industry from nurseries and plantations to logging and wood and paper manufacturing. Throughout the tour, forest 
professionals, landowners, business owners, and representatives from state and federal agencies gave presentations about 
their role in the ongoing cycle of sustainable forestry.  
 
“This is an experience that changes the way educators think about forests, forest products, and manufacturing,” comment-
ed Michelle Youngquist, IFPC Education Coordinator.  
 
Participants also learned how to take their experience back to the classroom and share with their students through a variety 
of activities, materials, and teaching aids. The tour is made possible by over 60 sponsors including the Idaho Forest Prod-
ucts Commission. www.idahoforests.org/tour.htm 
 
AFRC files Lawsuit 
 
On August 31, the American Forest Resource Council (AFRC) joined its members, Swanson Group, Rough & Ready 
Lumber, Seneca Sawmill Company, Seneca Jones Timber Co., Freres Lumber Co., Hull-Oakes Lumber Co., Starfire Lum-
ber Co., C & D Lumber Co., South Coast Lumber Co., Boise Cascade Wood Products, and Douglas Timber Operators, as 
well as individuals Rob Freres, Scott Keep, and Bob Ragon, in filing a new lawsuit in federal District Court in Washing-
ton, D.C. The lawsuit is aimed at forcing the BLM to fulfill its commitment under the O&C Act to sell timber from the 
O&C lands in western Oregon. 
 
The lawsuit covers all six BLM Oregon Districts. The new Swanson III lawsuit combines the elements of two earlier cases 
— Swanson I and Swanson II. 
 
Sierra Pacific commits $6 million to OSU Advanced Wood Products Laboratory 
 
Sierra Pacific Industries, one of the largest lumber producers in the United States, has committed $6 million to the College 
of Forestry at Oregon State University to support construction of an advanced wood products laboratory. 
 
The project is part of OSU’s Oregon Forest Science Complex initiative, which will create a new home for the college on 
campus. 
 
In the 20,000-square-foot laboratory, faculty and students will develop products like cross-laminated timber—the engi-
neered wood panels at the center of growing global interest in substituting wood for steel and concrete in high-rise build-
ings. 
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Fire Borrowing and Related Impacts 
 
On September 15, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the Forest Service will need an additional $250 million 
to help fund fire suppression, in addition to the $450 million requested in August. The record amount of $700 million will 
have to be “borrowed” from other accounts within the Forest Service budget. 
 
The Forest Resources Association (FRA) reported that the funds will be borrowed from the following accounts: 
 
K-V Funding - $197 million 
Restoration and Improvements - $161 million 
Salvage Sale Fund - $63 million 
Brush Disposal - $38 million 
Hazardous Fuels - $23 million 
Timber Sale Pipeline Fund - $17 million 
Timber Management Related Total: $499 million 
 
Tom Partin of FRA wrote, “With over 8.8 million acres burned this year by wildfires, the Forest Service can ill-afford to 
have needed management dollars taken from their budgets. Currently, the Forest Service treats approximately 250,000 
acres per year by mechanical thinning to reduce fuels and overcrowded forests. When fire borrowing is activated and man-
agement budgets are reduced (this year by $499 million) the Forest Service will never get in front of the massive problem 
of fire-prone and unhealthy forests.” 
 
DNR’s 2015 Economic and Review Forecast 
 
The September 2015 Economic and Revenue Forecast is now available on DNR’s website. The next forecast will be avail-
able at the end of November 2015. 
 
Bottom line for Timber Revenue was as follows: Revenue for FY 15 is $13 million more than forecast in June, resulting 
in a 2013-2015 biennial revenue of $313 million. Revenue for the 2015-2017 biennium decreased by $13 million to $394 
million, down three percent from June’s forecast.  
 
www.dnr.wa.gov/about/fiscal-reports/quarterly-economic-and-revenue-forecasts


