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Associated Logging Contractors Annual Meeting 
 
The Associated Logging Contractors of Idaho (ALC) met for its annual meeting, April 26 and 27th in Orofino. It was well 
attended and, as always, there was a good amount of both business and socializing. 
 
Business 
 
Elections for new officers were held and the new 2013 officers include: Steve Sherich, president; Mark Mahon vice 
president; Gerry Ikola, secretary; and Ron Streeter Treasurer. 
 
Dan Dolata, Senior Compliance Safety & Health Officer for OSHA, talked about the safety trends in the forest industry. 
One of the more sobering facts was that felling is still the most dangerous job in forestry. More individuals are killed 
felling trees than any in any other part of the business. On the up side, growing mechanization is continually making the 
woods safer and OSHA is seeing fewer serious incidents. 
 
ALC President Steve Sherich gave a business update. He was pleased about the organization’s progress — especially with 
the assistance of Nate Clark. Sponsorship has risen, and members are focused and know what needs to be done. The ALC 
continues to try to educate legislators about key include, such as NEPA reform, federal timber concerns, the Clean Water 
Act, supporting youth carriers, the definition of biomass, and more. 
 
Presentations 
 
One of the highlights of the meeting was a panel entitled Strengthening Relations Across the Wood Products Supply 
Chain. Professional facilitator Dick Gardner, led the panelists from Potlatch, Hancock, Stimson, Idaho Forest Group, 
Clearwater and Blue North Forest Products through a series of questions regarding their views of the market today and 
tomorrow. 
 
After the audience got to hear about the issues facing these various companies, the floor was opened up for questions. As 
would be expected, the questions from loggers to the mills were frank and too the point and the answers honest and open. 
Although issues weren’t solved, most everyone agreed that the two-hour session started a necessary and healthy dialogue. 
 
Socializing 
 
There was plenty of socializing throughout the event, including a reception Friday night, and golfing and the annual 
banquet on Saturday. There was even a guest appearance by Brandon Woolf, Isao’s state controller & Land Board 
Member. 
 
The overall mood about the industry was cautiously optimistic. Forestry has always been a cyclical industry, with ebbs 
and flows. ALC members are hoping, however, to avoid a repeat of the last ebb for many years to come.


